2026 BCC Tutors’ Alliance Spring 2026 Hybrid Conference 
Call for Proposals
A Bridge to Everywhere:
                             Agency and Empowerment
                                         Building bridges to student self-actualization and agency. 
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Bronx Community College
North Hall and Library
May 1, 2026
Proposals due by April 12, 2026
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Yvonne Erazo
 Dr. Yvonne Erazo-Davila is the inaugural Director of Basic Needs in the Division of Student Affairs at New York University where she joined University Life’s Office of the Dean of Students in January 2023.  She leads institution-wide efforts to support student well-being and success through comprehensive basic needs initiatives. With more than a decade of experience in higher education, she previously served at Bronx Community College as Scholarship Coordinator and Faculty Advisor to the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society, Lambda Nu Chapter, as well as Student Life Specialist in Student Activities.
All proposals should be submitted via the google form link provided    https://forms.gle/bzwbBS9ZCDMj1WDN9
In the Sheep Mountain Wilderness of the San Gabriel Mountains of California is an isolated bridge, the roads to and from which were washed out in 1938 and never rebuilt. It is appropriately named The Bridge to Nowhere.
Many of our students feel they are stuck in a wilderness of self-doubt on a bridge to nowhere with muddy waters and washed-out roads to their dreams. They are fearful of the turmoil in the world around us while also lacking self-confidence and skills to cross the bridge to where their dreams can thrive. Even the bridges may need rebuilding. But tutors are in the business of reconstruction. They can help students to rebuild cognitive pathways. Tutors can repair those paths and reconstruct the bridges across educational gaps by offering personal nonjudgemental support truly starting where each student is in the moment, by discovering what they already know and what they need to know, moving them across their fears, providing opportunities for self-actualization, and moving them from self-doubt to agency. As Mark Stebbins writes in his article, “Nations’ Bridges,” “bridges …..stir the soul, often representing feats of imaginative design, daring expanse and creative opportunity.”  Afterall, despite their fears, despite the washed- out roads, our students possess a fierce determination to press on. They are looking ahead to the inspiration of bridges. 
*(MissioNexus 2018).  
               

The following questions may serve as springboards for your proposal.
All proposals should be submitted via the google form link provided    https://forms.gle/bzwbBS9ZCDMj1WDN9
· What stories can you share of Aha moments in your centers? What strategies are working? What empirical evidence is there that supports the positive impact of those strategies on student learning outcomes?
· What are the greatest gaps you see?  What is being done to close the gaps?
· How is AI helping or hindering the closing of those gaps?
· What kind of staff support/ staff development training is offered to the tutors in your areas? How can it be improved? What kind of gaps do the tutors themselves have?
· In what ways is our turbulent political climate impacting the students’ focus and learning, widening the gaps, impeding the reconstruction of the pathways? Do any of them talk about their fears? Do they feel they are in danger?
· What outreach and collaborations are you engaged in on your campus to support the closing of the gaps and the reconstruction of the bridges and pathways.
·  How are faculty engaged in the efforts of your center?  
· How does your administration support your efforts to close those gaps? Is embedded tutoring or SI implemented?  Is there adequate funding? What grants are available and have you received any grants?
· What special projects is your center engaged in developing to rebuild the pathways and bridges?
· What else can we be doing to ensure our students’ safe and sure-footed transport across the difficult terrain to their futures?

Proposal Guidelines
Successful presentations are dynamic, interactive exchanges between audience members (peer tutors, other tutoring center professionals and faculty). We welcome presentations of original scholarship and research that fosters dialogue with conference participants. 
Please prepare a 250–400-word proposal and a 75-word abstract for an individual presentation, panel presentation, poster presentation, roundtable discussion or interactive workshop. 






Definitions:
Individual Presentation:   20-25 minutes. 
Panel Presentation:   35-40 minutes. Panels should plan to reserve 10 mins for questions at the end of the session. 
Poster Presentation:   A poster session is an opportunity for you to get feedback on a work-in-progress or to share research that lends itself to a visual/poster presentation. Generally, posters consist of both images and text in order to share the reason for the study/research, current findings, future directions and what you’d like feedback or ideas on. 
Roundtable Discussion:  30 minutes. Up to 5 minutes of introductory framing by the leader on a specific theme or question, followed by a facilitated discussion among attendees. 
Workshop Session:   30–45-minute interactive sessions that teach and engage participants through discussion, collaborative work, group activities, and /or other methods of involvement.
Please include the following information in your proposal:
1. Title of presentation, a 250–400-word proposal, and a 75 word abstract for inclusion in the conference program. For poster presentations, submit a 250-word proposal that includes a description of your project/research and justification for why the poster session is the best fit for your project.
2. Type of session (individual, group, poster, roundtable, workshop)
3. Specific audiovisual and technical requests (Please Note: Presenters should plan to bring their own laptop computers).
4. Plans for encouraging interaction and involving the audience.
5. Indication of one or more of the following keywords connected to your proposal:  Tutors, Administrators, Faculty, Academic Support, Engagement, Empowerment, Teaching and Learning, Research, Training, Diversity, Marginalized, Other Keywords…
Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of relevance to the conference theme and application to a broad audience of tutors and administrators. Submissions will also be reviewed on the basis of originality, interactivity (audience participation vs. oral delivery of an essay), and clarity.
Submitting Proposals for Presentations and Poster Sessions
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More Information
If you have any questions about the conference or submission process, please email Jan Robertson at Janet.Robertson@bcc.cuny.edu , or Kenisha Thomas at Kenisha.Thomas@bcc.cuny.edu. 
image1.jpeg




